SOC 3200: Sociology of Deviant Behavior

Instructor: Randy Lynn


Summer 2009



Office: 602 Tower



Tuesday & Thursday: 2:30-5:00
E-mail (preferred): rlm76@umsl.edu


SSB 342



Office Phone: (314) 516-5141







Office Hours: Tu/Th 12:30-2:00
I. 
Course Overview
This course examines theories of the nature, causes, and control of deviance as a social phenomenon. We will explore, analyze, and evaluate major definitions and theories of deviance with an emphasis upon sociological perspectives. Theories will then be applied to specific substantive areas of deviance, such as mental disorder, delinquency, drug abuse, suicide, sexuality, and physical disability. 
II.
Required Text and Resources
Sociology of Deviant Behavior, 13th edition. Marshall B. Clinard & Robert F. Meier.
Required supplemental articles will also be posted on MyGateway.

The use of technology is required in this class. A course blog has been constructed on MyGateway. Announcements and links to course materials will be hosted at this location. You should check this blog regularly throughout the course. You may use the comment feature to ask questions or make comments about the class. Although this is not required, participation will positively impact your class engagement grade.

Essential class resources, such as articles and study guides, will be hosted on MyGateway. You are responsible for accessing and performing technologically-based requirements in a timely manner.
III.
Goals
This course makes a set of promises to you (assuming you fulfill the expectations below). 
You can expect that I will adhere to following standards of behavior:

· I will meet with you on a regular, timely, and consistent basis, devoting each class period to fulfilling the course objectives and extending your knowledge of sociology.
· I will be available during my office hours, keep appointments you have made with me, and return your emails or phone calls promptly (within 24 hours, except on weekends).
· I will adhere to the course syllabus and schedule of assignments, and announce any changes in class, on MyGateway, and by email.
· I will grade and return your work in a timely manner with appropriate feedback, and make myself available for any questions, clarifications, and suggestions for improvement that you have concerning your evaluation.
· I will conduct myself in a mature and civil manner at all times.
In return, I expect that you will adhere to the following standards of behavior:

· You will attend class regularly, arriving on time and remaining for the duration of the class, while contributing meaningfully to our class discussion.

· You will complete required work and evaluations, adhering to mandated deadlines listed in the syllabus.

· You will conduct yourself in a mature, civil manner according to the class policies.

· You will display a willingness to perform within the parameters of the course.
As a result, by the end of this course, you can expect that you will be able to:

· Understand and analyze the relative nature of deviance and its relationship to social power, social change, and collective definitions of deviant behavior. 
· Understand and evaluate the relationship between social and political change and sociological conceptions of deviance.

· Understand the major sociological theories of deviance, as well as the basic assumptions concerning social order and the relationship between the individual and the group in which these theories are grounded.

· Understand and analyze the role of social control and its relationship to social conceptions of deviance, as well as its implications for individual behavior and social policies.

· Apply and evaluate the relevance of sociological theories of deviance to specific modes of socially defined deviance, using a scientific and sociological perspective.

· Conduct an exploratory research project adhering to advanced academic standards, using sociological theories of deviance, current sociological research, and empirical data collection.
IV.
Required Work and Evaluations
Quizzes...................................
20%
Test 1
(5/28)..........................
15%
Test 2
(6/9)............................
15%

Culture Review  (6/18)...........
10%

Final Paper  (7/8)...................
30%

Engagement............................
10%

· Readings are composed of selections from your textbook as well as supplemental sources (articles, excerpts, etc.).You should complete all readings before class and be prepared to discuss them during class. 

· Study guides are derived from the day's assigned reading and consist of several identification and short answer questions. These questions will be the basis of our quizzes, discussions, and tests. Study guides will be posted on MyGateway at least one week in advance.

· Quizzes (20%) will be administered during the first 10 minutes of every class. Quizzes are open book, open articles, open notes, etc., and will consist of 1 short answer question taken directly from the study guide. 
Late arrivals who miss the quiz at the beginning of class will have the option of making up the quiz during our break. The makeup quiz will consist of 2 short answer questions taken directly from the study guide.
Due to the brevity of this summer session, absences for any reason will result in a quiz grade of zero. Your 2 lowest quiz grades will be automatically dropped from your average. An additional drop will be awarded for visiting my office during office hours or by appointment during the first two weeks of class, for a maximum of 3 drops. As a result, more than 2 or 3 absences will result in zeroes added to your quiz average.

· Tests (30%) will be administered in class on Thursday, 5/28 (10%) and Tuesday, 6/9 (20%). Tests are closed book, closed articles, closed notes, etc., and will include a variety of question formats (multiple choice, true/false, short answer) designed to evaluate your comprehension of major concepts in the areas of deviance and social control. Test questions will be derived from the study guides.

· Papers (40%) will assess your ability to apply general theories of deviance to specific contexts.
· A 4-5 page Culture Review (10%) will be due via MyGateway on Thursday, 6/18. The review will require you to select a contemporary fictional work (movie, novel, or play) and evaluate the presentation of deviance and social control using the theories discussed in this class.
Suggested works include: 1984; Brave New World; Cool Hand Luke; Flowers for Algernon; Girl, Interrupted; Gridlock’d; One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest; Requiem for a Dream; The Bell Jar; The Crucible. I will accept papers of other works, provided that you e-mail me in advance for approval.
· A 8-10 page Final Paper (30%) will be due via MyGateway on Wednesday, 7/8. The paper will require you to select a specific deviant condition or act, conduct a short literature review of at least two current sociological sources, interview and/or observe actors engaged in the deviant behavior and/or its social control, and develop a sociological interpretation of your topic. A detailed outline of expectations is posted in the “Course Documents” section of MyGateway.
· Class Engagement (10%) refers to all of the following: (1) The quality of your contribution to class discussions and activities; (2) The completion of small in-class assignments or activities with appropriate effort; and (3) Your adherence to the class policies below. Participation in the class blog, while not required, will also positively impact your class engagement grade.
Note: much of this class will be conducted in a discussion format, so its success will depend on your willingness and ability to contribute regularly. You should expect to be asked to participate if you do not voluntarily involve yourself in discussions. 
V.  
Class Policies
Absences and punctuality:  On a day that you do not attend class for any reason, you will receive a zero on that day's quiz. Late arrivals may make up missed quizzes during our break by completing two questions instead of one.  Repeated early departures will affect your class engagement grade. Contact me as soon as possible if you anticipate repeated absences, repeated late arrivals, or repeated early departures.

Accommodations:  If anyone has a health condition or disability which may require accommodations in order to effectively participate in this course, please contact the Disability Access Services Office in 144 Millennium Student Center at 314-516-6554. Information about your disability will be regarded as confidential.
Class Cancellations: If for any reason I am forced to cancel class, I will notify the entire class via e-mail and MyGateway, and if possible post a sign on the classroom door to that effect.  The quiz for that day will also be cancelled.  You should come to the next class having read the next class’s readings and prepared to take the next class’s quiz.
Classroom Behavior:  Repeated instances of disruptive behavior will lower your engagement grade.  Disruptive behavior includes, but is not limited to, talking out of turn, beeping electronics, disrespect toward me or any other student, and any other distracting behaviors that interrupt the flow of our activities and discussions.

Ethics: I hope to create a free and tolerant environment for stimulating discussion.  Certain conditions must be met in order to achieve that goal.  I take the following guidelines very seriously.  Your grade in this class will suffer if you do not adhere to them.

· Absolutely no discrimination against any perceived “other” will be tolerated at any time.  Differences in age, race, ethnicity, gender, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, nationality, religion, political affiliation, intelligence, skills, interests, values, and experiences are only to be acknowledged in a way that does not demean, devalue, or put down any individual or group.

· Although students are required to participate in class discussions, no student is ever required to share any personal information with the class if (s)he does not want to.
· If a student does decide to share personal information with the class, (s)he has the right to expect that no other student will repeat what is said outside the classroom.  

Extensions: Students may request makeup tests or an extension on the culture review paper. Makeup tests must be completed at my convenience within 72 hours of the original test, and will consist of different, more difficult questions. Culture review papers must be submitted within 72 hours of the original due date, and will be accompanied by an additional length requirement. A 10-point penalty will be assessed unless I am notified at least 24 hours in advance, or presented with a documented excuse. 

Due to the importance and late due date of the final paper, I will only accept papers for 24 hours following the due date. A 20-point penalty will be assessed for late submissions unless I am presented with a documented excuse. Students failing to submit a paper 24 hours after the due date without a documented excuse will receive a grade of zero.
In the interests of treating all students fairly, I must have a consistent extension policy. Therefore, exceptions to the above policies will not be granted for any reason.
Grade Notifications: Your updated course grade will be posted weekly on MyGateway.  You are responsible for checking your grades regularly and contacting me promptly (i.e., within one week of my posting) if you find a discrepancy. I will not reconsider grades after the one-week window has passed.
VI.
University Policies and Services
In all cases of academic dishonesty, the instructor is obliged to report the alleged academic dishonesty to the Primary Administrative Officer. 

The term cheating includes the following: (i) use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; (ii) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; (iii) acquisition or possession without permission of tests or other academic material belonging to a member of the University faculty or staff; or (iv) knowingly providing any unauthorized assistance to another student on quizzes, tests, or examinations. 

The term plagiarism includes the following: (i) use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without fully and properly crediting the author with footnotes, citations or bibliographical reference; (ii) unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials; or (iii) unacknowledged use of original work/material that has been produced through collaboration with others without release in writing from collaborators.
Counseling Services: 131 Millennium Student Center. (314) 516-5711

Disability Access Services: 144 Millennium Student Center, (314) 516-6554

Information Technology Services: 451 Computer Center, (314) 516-6000
MyGateway Help: 451 Computer Center, (314) 516-6704
University Health Services: 131 Millennium Student Center, (314) 516-5671

Writing Lab: 409 Social Sciences Building, http://www.umsl.edu/~umslenglish/writing_lab/writinglab.html
VII.
Reading List
Primary Text:
Clinard, Marshall B., & Robert F. Meier. Sociology of Deviant Behavior, 13th edition. 
Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth.

Articles and Excerpts (in chronological order):
Marx, Gary T. “Ironies of Social Control: Authorities as Contributors to Deviance 
through Escalation, Nonenforcement, and Covert Facilitation.”

Becker, Howard. “Moral Entrepreneurs: The Creation and Enforcement of Deviant 
Categories.”

Turner, Ronny E., & Edgley, Charles. “From Witchcraft to Drugcraft: Biochemistry as 
Mythology.”

Cloward, Richard A. & Lloyd E. Ohlin. “Differential Opportunity and Delinquent 
Subcultures.”

Becker, Howard. “Career Deviance.”

Sellin, Thorstein. “The Conflict of Conduct Norms.”
Sykes, Gresham M. & David Matza. “Techniques of Neutralization: A Theory of 
Delinquency.”

Hirsch, Michael L., Randall W. Conforti, and Carolyn J. Graney. “The Use of Marijuana 
for Pleasure: A Replication of Howard S. Becker’s Study of Marijuana Use.”

Shover, Neal & David Honaker. “The Socially Bounded Decision Making of Persistent 
Property Offenders.”
Ferraro, Kathleen J. & John M. Johnson. “How Women Experience Battering: The 
Process of Victimization.”
Scully, Diana & Joseph Marolla. “Convicted Rapists’ Vocabulary of Motive: Excuses 
and Justifications.”
Benson, Michael L. “Denying the Guilty Mind: Accounting for Involvement in a White-
Collar Crime.”

Heyl, Barbara Sherman. “The Madam as Teacher: The Training of House Prostitutes.”

Luckenbill, David F. “Deviant Career Mobility: The Case of Male Prostitutes.”

Anderson, Eric. “Openly Gay Athletes: Contenting Hegemonic Masculinity in a 
Homophobic Envrionment.”
Goffman, Erving. “The Moral Career of the Mental Patient.”

Solomon, Andrew. “Suicide.” The Noonday Demon.
Degher, Douglas & Gerald Hughes. “The Identity Change Process: A Field Study of 
Obesity.”

Fisher, Bradley J. “Illness Career Descent in Institutions for the Elderly.”
VIII.
Schedule
	Class 1
	May 19
	Introduction, Defining Deviance

	Class 2
	May 21

	Social Control
C&M Ch. 1 (review) & Ch. 2. Article: Marx.

	Class 3
	May 26
	Socialization, Individualistic Theories
C&M Ch. 3. Articles: Becker; Turner & Edgley.

	Class 4
	May 28
	Anomie Theories
C&M pp. 70-76. Article: Cloward & Ohlin.
Test 1 (Ch. 1-3 and articles).
Last day to visit office hours for additional dropped quiz.

	Class 5
	June 2
	Conflict and Labeling Theories
C&M pp. 76-92. Articles: Becker; Sellin.

	Class 6
	June 4
	Control and Learning Theories
C&M pp. 92-104. Article: Sykes & Matza.

	Class 7
	June 9
	Drug Use (Trainspotting).
Article: Hirsch et al.
Test 2 (Ch. 4-5 and articles).

	Class 8
	June 11
	Drug Use/Nonviolent Crime

C&M Ch. 7. Article: Shover & Honaker.

	Class 9
	June 16
	Violent Crime
C&M Ch. 6. Articles: Ferraro & Johnson; Scully & Marolla.

	Class 10
	June 18
	Corporate Crime
C&M Ch. 8. Article: Benson.
Culture Review due at 11:59 PM via MyGateway.

	Class 11
	June 23
	Heterosexual Deviance
C&M Ch. 11. Articles: Heyl; Luckenbill.

Paper Topic due at 11:59 PM via e-mail.

	Class 12
	June 25
	Homosexual Deviance
C&M Ch. 14. Article: Anderson.

	Class 13
	June 30
	Mental Disorders
C&M Ch. 15. Articles: Goffman.

	Class 14
	July 2
	Suicide
C&M Ch. 12. Article: Solomon.

	Class 15
	July 7
	Physical Disabilities
C&M Ch. 13. Articles: Degher & Hughes; Fisher.

	
	July 8
	Final Paper due at 11:59 PM via MyGateway.



